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26 Years Celebrating Partnership and Creativity  

 

2017 sees the Allianz Business to Arts Awards celebrate 26 years of world-class 
partnerships across arts and business.  

 

The Allianz Business to Arts Awards recognise and champion the spirit of collaboration 
between businesses, artists and arts organisations that develop creative partnerships; 
bringing the arts and artists into mutually beneficial relationships across society.  

 

With a newly designed online entry system, we invite you to share the stories of your 
partnerships. 

 

Nominate your partner, to demonstrate your pride in what you have achieved. Join the 
prestigious list of winners, which represent the very best models developed between the 
corporate and cultural worlds in Ireland.  

 

The closing date for receipt of nominations is 5pm, Monday 8 May 2017.  

 

 

Our Sponsors  

 

2017 is the 17th year of our relationship with our title sponsors, Allianz, the leading provider 
of personal and commercial insurance in Ireland. Their generous support allows us to 
celebrate the innovative and creative partnerships that exist between the business and arts 
communities. Allianz also provide a €5,000 Community Art Award to a local community 
organisation engaged in the Arts.  

 

For the 26th year in succession daa have commissioned the sculptures for the Awards and, 
in addition, the Authority has kindly donated the bursary for the daa €5,000 Arts Award.  

 

For the 10th year, we mark the memory of our good friend, and former Chair, Jim 
McNaughton with two awards that celebrate the commissioning process and emerging 
artists sponsored by TileStyle and the McNaughton Family. 
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Award Categories  

 

As well as arts sponsorship, the Awards seek to embrace and recognise examples of arts 
and business organisations working in areas such as commissioning artists, CSR initiatives, 
mentoring, training, staff development etc. Projects must have taken place between March 
2016 and May 2017.  

 

Please bear in mind that your partnership may be eligible for more than one category.  

 

1.  Best Large Sponsorship (value of €50,000 and above, cash or in-kind)  

For a business or organisation that has worked with a not-for-profit or commercial 
arts organisation, venue or artist(s) in a sponsorship relationship with a value of 
€50,000 or over, whether made up of cash, in-kind support, or both.  

 

2. Best Mid-Size Sponsorship (value between €15,000 - €50,000, cash or in-kind)  

For a business or organisation that has worked with an arts organisation or artist(s) in 
a sponsorship relationship with a value of between €15,000 - €50,000, whether made 
up of cash, in-kind support, or both.  

 

3.  Best Small Sponsorship (value under €15,000, cash or in-kind)  

For a business or organisation that has worked with an arts organisation or artist(s) in 
a sponsorship relationship with a value under €15,000, whether made up of cash, in-
kind support, or both.  

 

4.  Best Long Term Partnership (3 years or more)  

For a business or organisation that has partnered with an arts and cultural 
organisation or artist(s) for three years or more, creating an event or programme that 
makes an impact or has consistently enhances activation or engagement strategies.  

 

5.  Best Use of Creativity in the Community  

For a socially and culturally responsible project that results in engagement by a 
community in creativity (including arts, design, heritage etc.). This project may 
address issues of access, education, communication or, quite simply, be fun! 

 

6.  Best Creative Staff Engagement  

For a business or organisation that has worked with an arts organisation or artist(s) in 
an innovative and mutually beneficial way, bringing creativity into the workplace or 
engaging staff in the arts or a creative process.  
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7.  Jim McNaughton Perpetual Award for Best Commissioning Practice  

This perpetual award rewards excellence and best practice in the commissioning of 
artists and creatives by companies. The award recognises commissioning across all 
art forms. Nominations in this category must provide a comprehensive overview of 
the process involved.  

 

8.  Jim McNaughton / TileStyle €10,000 Bursary for Commissioned Artists 

A €10,000 Bursary will be awarded towards the evolution of a work / body of work or 
project by an emerging artist(s) in any art form. The bursary is designed to develop 
an artist’s creative practice and help take an idea to realisation, whether that be in 
writing, composing, performing, or creating in a visual or other medium. Nominations 
must be made by a partnering business, arts or other organisation, and should 
include information on the artist(s), the partnership, and how the TileStyle bursary will 
be used. 

 

9.  Allianz €5,000 Community Art Award  

The Allianz €5,000 Community Art Award is open to community-based arts initiatives 
that have been nominated by an Allianz staff member. Applicants must be able to 
demonstrate the impact of their arts project on their community, and how funding 
from Allianz will make a measureable difference to the project scale/scope. 

 

All the categories above can be entered for via the newly designed online entry form located 
at www.businesstoarts.ie/awards 

 

Closing date for nominations is 5pm, Monday 8 May 2017.  

 

 

There are two further Awards which will be presented on the night also:  

 

10.  daa €5,000 Arts Award  

This award recognises great relationship management, and imagination and 
creativity in working with the corporate community. All arts organisations nominated 
are automatically entered into this category.  

 

11.  Judges’ Special Recognition Award for Portfolio of Arts Sponsorship  

This category cannot be applied for specifically – all nominations are eligible to be 
shortlisted by the Judging Panel. The Judging Panel will be looking for businesses 
and arts organisations who have a diverse portfolio of partnerships which address a 
range of strategic objectives.  
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Judging Criteria  

 

The Allianz Business to Arts Awards recognise and celebrate imaginative, innovative and 
effective partnerships between business and the arts. In their evaluation, the judging panel 
focus on the level of success and creativity in achieving both the business and arts 
organisations (or individual artist’s) objectives, the history behind the partnership and how 
the partnership has been successfully activated.  

 

Your nomination will be judged on the following points: 

 How the partnership came into existence, it’s evolution and duration  
 

 The key objectives and targets established for the partnership and the strategies 
used to successfully activate the partnership e.g. marketing campaigns, bespoke 
events for clients, branded signage, PR, staff engagement, etc. 
 

 New and innovative methods used to drive awareness and leverage the partnership 
  

 An overview of the activation spend including the cash and/or in-kind sponsorship 
budget allocated and its percentage of the overall project budget. (This must be 
included but will be treated in the strictest confidence). This will assist the judging 
panel in understanding if the return was commensurate with the spend  
 

 How both partners measure the success of the partnership and an overview of your 
main achievements  
 

 The key outcomes of the partnership and whether the relationship between the 
partners has changed and adapted to the environment  

 

The judging panel will apply these criteria irrespective of the scale or financial value of the 
partnership.  

 

Entry Procedure  

 

To nominate a project, event or individual for an award, the business and the arts 
organisation/artist should complete the online entry form located at 
www.businesstoarts.ie/awards The online entry form consists of a series of questions, all of 
which must be completed, and which relate to the judging criteria as listed above. 

 

This is a web-based entry system, allowing your nomination to be saved, amended and 
added to, before final submission ahead of the closing date of 5pm, Monday 8 May 2017. 

 

Upon registering, you will receive an email confirming your log-in details.  You may edit your 
nomination at any time, including after submission, up until the entry deadline. Once the 
entry deadline is reached, the system will automatically prevent any revisions or additional 
submissions. If you have any questions on the entry process, please contact the Business to 
Arts team by email to awards@businesstoarts.ie or call +353 1 662 9238 and they will be 
able to assist you. 

 

 

file://///B2ASSRV/VOL1/SHARED/BtoA%20Awards/Awards%202017/Call%20for%20Nominations/Information%20Pack/www.businesstoarts.ie/awards
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Rules  

 

1.  The Allianz Business to Arts Awards 2017 are open to all businesses and 
organisations (of whatever nationality) promoting, using or supporting artists or the 
arts (of whatever nationality) within the Republic of Ireland, and to all businesses 
promoting Irish arts or Irish arts organisations overseas. Heritage, craft and design 
organisations or projects are eligible for entry.  

 

2.  Nominated partnerships must have taken place between March 2016 and May 2017.  

 

3.  Businesses that have engaged with more than one arts project, artist or arts 
organisation may submit more than one entry.  

 

4.  In cases where an arts organisation/event has more than one partner, each partner is 
eligible to be entered but a separate entry must be submitted. This rule will not apply 
where two or more businesses have collaborated jointly in a project or sponsorship.  

 

5.  All Arts organisations nominated are automatically eligible for the daa €5,000 Arts 
Award. A separate entry application is not required for this award.  

The daa €5,000 Arts Award will be presented at the discretion of the judging panel. 
The recipient organisation will be asked to acknowledge daa’s support as relevant 
and provide short interim and completion reports to daa and Business to Arts to verify 
how the Award was used.  

 

6.  Jim McNaughton/TileStyle €10,000 Bursary for Commissioned Artists will be 
awarded towards the development of an artist's craft or body of work or project by an 
emerging artist(s) in any art form. Nominations must be made by a partnering 
business, arts or other organisation. 

The Bursary is for study, activities, projects or the development of ideas to be 
realised before 1 September 2018. The recipient(s) of the Jim McNaughton/TileStyle 
€10,000 Bursary for Commissioned Artists will be asked to acknowledge TileStyle’s 
support as appropriate, as a funder of any final output/project; and provide short 
interim and completion reports to TileStyle and Business to Arts to verify progress 
and completion of the agreed work.  

 

7.  All entries are eligible for the Judges’ Special Recognition Award. The judging 
panel will be looking for businesses and organisations who feature across a number 
of applications, showing evidence of a portfolio approach to sponsorship.  

 

8.  Business to Arts reserves the right to publish the names of all nominated business 
sponsors and associated organisations, artists or events.  

 

9.  Business to Arts reserves the right to use any content and attachments submitted 
through the entry process unless specifically specified by the entrant.  

 

10.  The decisions of the judging panel will be final and neither Business to Arts nor the 
sponsors will enter into discussion or communication in respect of any entry or result.  


