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About the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 
The RCSI building was created on the model of an Italian palazzo with a grand piano nobile.  The Board 

Room) is located on the upper floor over-looking St Stephens Green.  

The Board Room, which survives largely intact, derives from the tradition of grand first floor saloons 

so well represented in eighteenth century Dublin houses. Inspiration for this room lies in grand Dublin 

Neo-Classical interiors. The ceiling of the Board Room is decorated in the neoclassical style with some 

unusual motifs, like the bands of circles and part-circles of which is reflected in design and colour on 

a specially-woven carpet. The twin chimney pieces give a hint of an austere Grecian style and are made 

of Kilkenny limestone, designed with minimal decoration and a linear simplicity. 

The Board Room gave the college an ample space for important occasions on which the President, 

Vice-President, censors and members convened to deal with College business. Examinations and 

conferrals were held there, the bestowal of the honorary fellowship being a particularly impressive 

ceremony. Evening converzasiones were fashionable, well attended events, likely to attract the Lord 

Lieutenant. It is here that in 1885 it was agreed to open the medical school to women.  

During the late 19th Century, College dinners were held in the Albert Theatre. This changed when 

what was the Anatomical Museum was converted in 1903 to an Examination and Banqueting Hall. Its 

proximity to the Board Room has made the latter very suitable for pre-dinner receptions.  

Easter 1916: 

On Easter Monday 1916, Countess Markievicz and two citizen Army men entered the College at 

gunpoint. Over the following week, over a hundred men and boys occupied the College and barricaded 

the Front Hall with books from the Library, slept in the College Hall. Shooting from outside was 

concentrated on the Board Room overlooking St Stephen’s Green, with the Tuscan columns of the 

façade, the Colles portrait and the copper finger plate of the door leading to the stairs all receiving 

bullet damage. Following Pearse’s order to lay down arms on Saturday, the College garrison 

surrendered on Sunday, 30 April.  

References: 

Lee, Clive (Ed.), Surgeons’ Halls; Building the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 1810-2010. Dublin, 

A. &A. Farmar, 2011 

Lyons, J.B., The Board Room, RCSI, Journal of the Irish Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, January 

1995 



2 
 

Biographies and Images of Graduates of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 

Name Accomplishments Image 

1. Dr. Victoria 

Coffey (1911 – 

1999) 

 

One of the earliest to investigate Sudden 

Infant Death Syndrome. One of first 

female Paediatricians in Ireland who did 

considerable work in the area of 

congenital abnormalities. First female 

recipient of the RCSI’s Distinguished 

Graduate Medal, first woman President 

of the Irish Paediatric Association and 

the Paediatric Section of the Academy of 

Medicine in Ireland, and, was the first 

woman President of the RCSI Post 

Graduates' Association. Also of note, she 

was President of the Irish-American 

Paediatric Society.  

LRCPI & LM, LRCSI &LM 1936, PhD, MA 

Dub. 1965, FRCPI 1979, MFCM 1974, LM 

Coombe 1944, DCH RCPSI. (RCSI).  

2. Mary Frances 

Crowley (1906 – 

1990) 

 

Founder member and first Dean of the 

Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery in the 

Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. She 

started the Medical Missionaries 

Midwifery Training School at the 

International Hospital, Drogheda in 1942. 

RGN, RM, RNT, OND, FFFNRCSI. 

 

3. Dr. (Emily) 

Winifred Dickson 

(1866 – 1944) 

 

1st female fellow  

M.D.R.U.I. 1896, M.B., B.Ch., B.A.O. 

1893, M.A.O. 1896; F.R.C.S.I. 1893, 

L.R.C.P.I and L.M. 1891 
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4. Dr. Pearl Dunlevy 

(1909 – 2002) 

 

Graduate & lynchpin of Dublin's 

immunisation programme. Dublin was 

the first local authority in Britain and 

Ireland to introduce BCG vaccine which 

prevented TB. 

L.R.C.P.I & L.M., L.R.C.S.I. & L.M. 1932; 

D.P.M. R.C.S.I. 1938. 

 

5. Dr. Mary 

Josephine 

Hannan (1865 – 

1935) 

 

First woman to both train and qualify at 

RCSI.  

L.R.CP.I. and L.M. L.R.C.S.I and L.M. 

1890; L.M. Rot. Hosp. Dub. 1890; 

(R.C.S.I.) 

 

6. Sr. & Dr. Maura 

Lynch (1938 – 

2017) 

 

After 17 years in Uganda and Angola as 

MMM, she returned to Ireland in 1948 

and, at the age of 46, began training as a 

surgeon at the Royal College of Surgeons 

in Dublin. Extensive work in missionary 

hospitals in Africa. 

MB, BCh BAO NUI 1964; DObst RCOG 

1967; DTM Lisbon 19667; (Univ Coll. 

Dub; FRCSI 1985.  

 

7. Dr. Barbara 

Maive Stokes 

(1922 – 2009) 

 

Paediatrician and disability campaigner. 

MB, BCh, TCD, DCH RCSI 1946 
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8. Dr. Mary 

Somerville 

Parker 

Strangman  

(1872 – 1943) 

 

Suffragette and advocate of women’s 

and public health services and became 

the first female elected town councillor 

of Waterford in 1912. 

F.R.C.S.I. 1902, L and L.M 1896; L.R.C.P.I. 

and L.M. 1896.  
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1. Dr. Victoria Coffey (1911 – 1999) 

Coffey, Victoria (1911–99), one of the first female paediatricians in Ireland, was born 16 September 

1911 at 108 Brunswick Street, Dublin, the daughter of John Coffey, a weigh-master, and Ellie Coffey 

(née McCaul). Her paternal grandfather, William Coffey, had been lord mayor of Dublin in 1909–10. 

Educated at the RCSI, she graduated with the licentiate degree and the degree in midwifery of the 

conjoint board of the royal colleges in 1936. She later took the diploma in children's health of the 

RCSI (1943). 

Coffey's first house officer position was as a surgeon at the Meath Hospital, working alongside Tom 

Lane (qv), Oliver St John Gogarty (qv), Henry Stokes (qv), and a young Robert Collis (qv). She also 

served as clinical clerk at the Coombe Hospital for women before being appointed medical officer in 

charge of children at St Kevin's Hospital in 1943. St Kevin's was previously the South Dublin Union or 

poorhouse hospital. Although it was the largest hospital in Dublin, with over 1,500 beds, it had a 

comparatively small medical staff because most of the patients there were regarded as terminally ill. 

This meant that Coffey worked long hours and became well known for her capacity for hard work. At 

one point she was in charge of a maternity ward, a sick infants’ ward, and the children's hospital – 

136 beds in all. Her working conditions did not improve until the 1950s, when more nursing and 

medical staff were appointed; however, she was the sole paediatric consultant for a long period. 

It was during this time that Coffey became interested in the area of congenital abnormalities in 

infants, an unglamorous and understudied area of paediatrics, and in 1954 she gave a paper at the 

Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland on the subject. With the encouragement and support of W. J. 

E. Jessop (qv), she pioneered the first scientific studies of congenital birth defects in Ireland, 

publishing her findings in the Irish Journal of Medical Science between 1955 and 1959. In recognition 

of her work in the area, she was appointed lecturer in teratology at TCD in 1961, gaining a Ph.D. 

from the university in 1965 for a thesis on the incidence and aetiology of congenital defects in 

Ireland. She published internationally and maintained her research output for several years after her 

retirement. 

Coffey is chiefly remembered for this work on congenital abnormalities, which forms much of the 

baseline research on this subject in Ireland. As a research fellow of the Medical Research Council of 

Ireland, she also carried out one of the first studies of the effects of thalidomide on birth defects 

recorded in the country. Together with Patrick Moore, she pioneered the study of metabolic 

disorders in the newborn and performed one of the early studies of sudden infant death syndrome 

(SIDS) in Ireland. Having gained fellowship of the RCPI in 1979, she was a founder member of the 

Faculty of Paediatrics in the college two years later. She maintained a close association with her 

alma mater, and was president both of the RCSI Graduates' Association (1968–9) and of its 

Biological Association (1955–7), serving an unprecedented two terms in the latter position before 

she was succeeded by David Mitchell (qv). She was a member of the Irish Paediatric Association 

and the first female president of that group. A founder member of the Irish and American 

Paediatric Society in 1968, she was later its president (1974). She was also an honorary fellow of 

the American College of Physicians. After her retirement she continued to do private research, and 

worked as the director of research for the Foundation for the Prevention of Childhood Handicap 

until shortly before her death. 

Known as Vicki to her friends, Coffey was a redoubtable character. As evidenced by her service on 

many committees, she had natural leadership qualities and a no-nonsense manner, and was both 

able and assertive. Although she was widely known among members of her profession, mention of 

her in medical histories is sparse. Outside of her medical work she did much fund-raising for the 

Dominican mission, with which one of her two brothers was associated. She survived poliomyelitis 
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in 1955, lived at 74 Cowper Road, Rathmines, and remained unmarried. She died 15 June 1999, 

aged eighty-seven, in the hospital in which she had served for most of her life. 

 

Text by Cathy Hayes 
 
References: 
Medical Directory (1960); Ir. Times, 16 June 1999, 9 Aug. 1999; GRO; information from M. Ó 

hÓgartaigh 

 

Downloaded from http://dib.cambridge.org by IP 192.168.60.239 on Fri Feb 02 10:09:07 GMT 2018 

Dictionary of Irish Biography Online © 2018 Cambridge University Press and Royal Irish Academy. All 

rights reserved. Not for commercial use or unauthorized distribution. 
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2. Mary Frances Crowley (1906 – 1990) 

SRN, SCM, RGN, OND, Adm. Cert., President, Nurse Tutors Academic Society, founder member and 

first Dean of the Faculty of Nursing and Midwifery, RCSI 

Born in Wexford, and convent-schooled locally, Mary Frances Crowley undertook her professional 

training in Britain.  Earning her Registered Nurse Certificate in 1935, in Chester, and her Midwifery 

Certificate a year later in Birkenhead, she quickly moved on to training others in a variety of 

hospitals in the North-West and London.  Crowley came home to Ireland in 1941, taking up a senior 

position in Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital; soon after, she founded the Medical Missionaries Midwifery 

Training School in Drogheda.  In 1944 she was appointed Assistant Matron of the Royal Victoria Eye 

and Ear Hospital, an association which lasted until her death.  Immediately after the war, Crowley 

travelled to northern France as Matron of the Irish Red Cross Hospital at Saint-Lô (the hospital’s 

storekeeper, interpreter and driver was Samuel Beckett, the future Nobel Laureate).  For their work 

at Saint-Lô, Crowley and her staff were later awarded the Medaille de la Reconnaisance Française by 

the French government.  Returning to the Eye and Ear, Crowley founded the Nursing Training School 

there and became Director of Nursing Studies.  In 1974 her ambition of many years was realised with 

the establishment of a Faculty of Nursing at the RCSI, the first of its kind in Ireland or Britain and a 

rarity worldwide.  ‘This Faculty,’ Crowley, as first Dean, declared in an inaugural address, ‘will 

produce professional leaders of quality, and dedication, whose responsibility will be to enhance the 

profession…  May this new chapter in the history of the Royal College of Surgeons add to its lustre, 

cherish its traditions and spread its vocational spirit.’  By 1979 there were more than 1,000 

registered students in the Faculty.  In 1990, the year of Crowley’s death, the Faculty’s title was 

amended to include midwifery. 

References: 

Carney M, Clune Mulvaney C, Kearns T (2017), ‘Mary Frances Crowley: vision, values and principles 

still alive and flourishing?’, Archives of nursing practice and care 3(2): 52 – 56 

Crowley, MF (1980), A century of service, 1880 – 1980: the story of the development of nursing in 

Ireland (Dublin: RCSI) 

O’Brien E (1990), ‘Samuel Beckett at Saint-Lô – ‘Humanity in ruins’’, Journal of the Irish Colleges of 

Physicians and Surgeons 19(2), 137 – 145 
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Mary Frances Crowley (1906 – 1990) 

 

  



9 
 

3. Dr. (Emily) Winifred Dickson (1866 – 1944) 

Emily Winifred Dickson was born in Dungannon, Tyrone, in 1866, the daughter of the Ulster Liberal 

MP Thomas A. Dickson and his wife Elizabeth Greer McGeagh. Winifred was the second youngest of 

seven children and was educated at the Ladies Collegiate School in Belfast and Harold House School 

in London.  After nursing her sick mother for a year and with the encouragement of her father, she 

decided to pursue a medical education. Winifred initially attempted to follow her brother and enroll 

at Trinity College Dublin for the 1887/88 term. Trinity College was not at this time open to women 

students, however. 

As a result, she enrolled in the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland at the age of twenty-one in the 

autumn of 1887, where she was the only female medical student attending lectures. Dickson was an 

extremely bright student and won several prestigious medals during her studies. As her hospital 

attendance certificates illustrate she gained her clinical experience at a variety of institutions 

between 1889 and 1892, such as Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital, the Rotunda Lying-In Hospital and the 

Richmond Lunatic Asylum. She attained her licence and MB degree in 1891 and 1893 respectively. 

Her latter qualification she achieved with first-class honours and an exhibition. 

Also in 1893, Dickson was elected the first female fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 

an important honour considering that the young doctor was only just beginning her career, but also 

indicative of the College’s favourable attitude towards women in medicine.  

After a short time in Vienna, Emily returned to Dublin in 1894, and put up her first plate in her 

father’s house in St Stephen’s Green. In 1895, after he moved to Drogheda, she moved practice to 

18 Upper Merrion Street in Dublin and was appointed gynecologist to the Richmond, Whitworth and 

Hardwick Hospital, where she worked for four years. She was also appointed assistant master to the 

Coombe Lying-In Hospital, Dublin, for which she became supernumerary assistant in 1894. Dickson 

took her doctorate in medicine in 1896 in addition to a masters in obstetrics, both of which she 

gained with honours. She was then appointed examiner in midwifery to the Royal College of 

Surgeons. In 1898, she applied unsuccessfully for the position of professor of obstetrics there.  

In 1899, Dickson married Robert Martin, an accountant. She gave up her promising career on 

marriage and went on to have five children, four boys, Russell, Kenneth, Alan and Colin, and one girl, 

Elizabeth (‘Betty’), from 1901 to 1910. 
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Dr. (Emily) Winifred Dickson (1866 – 1944) 
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4. Dr. Pearl Dunlevy (1909 – 2002) 

Dr Pearl Dunlevy, who died on June 3rd aged 92, helped to eliminate a major cause of mortality in 

20th-century Ireland. While many are credited with addressing the scourge of tuberculosis, she was 

at the coalface of research and development. She was the lynchpin of Dublin's immunisation 

programme, and Dublin was the first local authority in Britain and Ireland to introduce BCG vaccine 

which prevented TB. 

Pearl Dunlevy's interest in TB developed after she graduated with a first-class honours medical 

degree from the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland in 1932. Like many of her generation she 

obtained experience outside Ireland, working as a TB physician in Cardiff. In 1937, St Ultan's Hospital 

for Infants was the first hospital in Britain and Ireland to introduce the BCG vaccine due to the 

pioneering efforts of Dr Dorothy Stopford Price. In the same year, Pearl Dunlevy began working for 

Dublin Corporation as a medical officer at Crooksling Sanatorium. As a member of the national BCG 

committee, which was based at St Ultan's Hospital, she organised the extensive introduction of BCG 

vaccinations in the city and county. Furthermore, she published extensively on preventative 

medicine and public health. 

Her elder sister Nan was an important academic support and guide since she worked in psychiatry in 

Letterkenny and Portrane and taught anatomy at the Royal College of Surgeons. Hence, Pearl 

Dunlevy managed to combine both an academic and practical approach to public health. She used 

her unique position, not to mention her tact and patience, to promote vital public health measures. 

Initially, she established a special primary TB clinic for children. Treating them separately, the infant 

mortality from the disease plummeted. By 1962, only one TB death was recorded annually in Ireland, 

and that was in unvaccinated children. 

Pearl Dunlevy pioneered the introduction of a BCG scheme at Dublin's Rotunda Hospital. With the 

closure of sanatoriums and the significant drop in mortality from TB she cautioned against 

complacency and argued that the non-compulsory BCG vaccination programme should continue. 

Another source of concern was the threat of rubella. She researched its effects after the virus was 

discovered in 1962. She was particularly concerned about epidemics in Dublin and she studied the 

approach of other countries. A screening programme was introduced in 1972 when it was estimated 

that 14 per cent of Irish women of childbearing age were at risk of contracting rubella during 

pregnancy. Pearl Dunlevy's belief in the immunisation and vaccination schemes, and her careful 

monitoring of them, ensured a dramatic drop in mortality in various preventable diseases such as 

diphtheria and whooping cough. 

Pearl Dunlevy's many achievements were recognised by the medical profession and she became the 

first female president of the Biological Society of the Royal College of Surgeons. She was also invited 

to work with the World Health Organisation in countering TB in Delhi.  

Reference: 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/played-major-role-in-the-fight-against-tb-1.1060781 
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Dr. Pearl Dunlevy (1909 – 2002) 
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5. Dr. Mary Josephine Hannan (1865 – 1935) 

Hannan, Mary Josephine (1865–1935?), doctor, was born in Dublin; nothing is known of her parents. 

One of the earliest female students admitted to study medicine at the Royal College of Surgeons in 

Ireland, she became in July 1890 the first Irishwoman to graduate LRCPI & SI and LM. At the time of 

her graduation she was residing in Riverstown, Killucan, Co. Westmeath; however, by 1892 she had 

moved to Rajputana, India, where she worked in the Victoria Hospital, Kotah State, and 

subsequently the Dufferin Hospital, Ulwar State. This was followed by a period in Shikarpar, Upper 

Sind, from 1894, where she held the post of medical officer at the Lady Dufferin Hospital, and was 

appointed honorary medical adviser to the Salvation Army. After a period living and working in 

Cardiff, Wales (1896–9), she returned to Dublin in 1900, and for the next four years was based in 

Lower Mount St., where she seems to have lived and practised. In 1905 she moved to South Africa. 

After a period living in Pietermaritzburg, she settled in Pretoria in 1910, where she lectured in 

midwifery at the Victoria Maternity Hospital (1914–21), and served as medical officer to native 

women (1914–21) and later as medical officer for venereal diseases to native women and children. 

From 1918 she was also attached to the medical section of the Union Defence Force. Throughout the 

1920s she published several papers on public health. After a period living in Johannesburg (1924–7), 

she returned to Pretoria, retiring in 1931. Her later years appear to have been spent in 

Hartebeesport, Transvaal. Though she appears to have died in 1935, her name appears on the 

medical register till 1937. 

Text by Frances Clarke 

References: 

Roll of licentiates, RCSI (n.d.); Medical Directory, 1895–1914, 1916–37; Medical Register, 1891–1937; 

NAI, 1901 census records; J. B. Lyons, ‘History of early Irish women doctors’, Irish Medical Times: 

Women in Irish medicine, special supplement (Jan. 1992); McRedmond 
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Dr. Mary Josephine Hannan (1865 – 1935) 
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6. Sr. & Dr. Maura Lynch (1938 – 2017) 

Born in Youghal in 1938, Sr Maura was the fourth of nine children, born to Patrick and Jane Lynch. 

Patrick Lynch worked for An Post and with each promotion was transferred, so the family lived at 

various times in Youghal, Carrick-on-Shannon, Killarney, Tralee and Limerick before finally moving to 

Dublin. Their mother was a teacher and the family spoke Irish at home. Sr Maura joined the Medical 

Missionaries of Mary at 17 after doing her Leaving Cert, trained as a doctor in UCD, and came in the 

top three in her graduating class in 1965. After an internship at St Vincent’s hospital she went to 

London and took a Diploma in obstetrics and gynaecology at the Royal College of Obstetrics and 

Gynaecology there. She went on to Lisbon where she studied tropical medicine and learned 

Portuguese, as it had already been decided by the Missionaries that she was going to Angola, a 

Portuguese Colony. She arrived there in 1967 and carried out clinical work at the 200-bed Chiulo 

Mission hospital. Her clinical work concentrated on obstetrics and paediatrics and there was a large 

cohort of patients with TB and leprosy.   After 17 years there, she realised there was a great need for 

more specialist surgery, so she returned to Ireland in 1984 and at the age of 46, began training as a 

surgeon at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland. She appears on RCSI’s Register of Fellows as 

‘Mary Lynch’, 3rd July 1985.  

On completion, she returned to Angola but because of war, she had to leave. She was assigned to 

Uganda where she took up duty as consultant surgeon/obstetrician gynaecologist in the Kitovu 

Mission hospital. Over a 30-year career in Uganda, it was her pioneering work in the area of 

obstetric fistula repair which won the Irish nun a reputation as a champion of impoverished African 

women. It has been estimated that she was responsible for conducting over 1,000 vesicovaginal 

fistula repairs between 1993 and 2007.  

A founding member of the Association of Surgeons in Uganda, Sr Maura was passionate about 

passing on her knowledge, and she pioneered innovative training programmes in obstetric fistula 

repair for Ugandan doctors and nurses. She also fundraised and helped secure an obstetric fistula 

unit in Kitovu Hospital which was officially opened in April 2005, receiving special recognition from 

the Ministry of Health in Uganda as the first such training centre in Uganda. She received many 

honours from the Ugandan government, including a unique Certificate of Residency for Life in 

recognition of her contribution to the health and welfare of its citizens over three decades. 
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Sr. & Dr. Maura Lynch (1938 – 2017) 
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7. Dr. Barbara Maive Stokes (1922 – 2009) 

Stokes, Barbara Maive (1922–2009), paediatrician and disability campaigner, was born 20 December 

1922 in London to Brigadier William Noel Stokes (d. 1969) and his wife Pauline Mary (née Reynolds). 

From 1933 she attended St Paul's Girls' School, Brook Green, London. After her father's retirement 

from the Royal Army Ordnance Corps, the family moved back to Dublin (residing at Grianán, Baily, 

Howth) in the summer of 1939. Stokes matriculated to study medicine at TCD in September 1939. 

Graduating BAO, B.Ch. and MD (1945), she trained as a house physician at the Meath Hospital in 

Dublin, with which many of her illustrious ancestors (notably her great-grandfather Whitley Stokes 

(qv) and great-uncle Sir William Stokes (qv)) were closely linked, most recently her uncle Henry 

Stokes (qv). She was awarded a certificate in public health by UCD (1947), but her desire to become 

an epidemiologist was nullified owing to all positions in that field being within the public service, 

from which married women were then barred. 

Training under Dr Robert Collis (qv) at the National Children's Hospital, Harcourt Street, Stokes 

commenced her paediatric career, strongly motivated to overcome the older generation's failure to 

address adequately the needs of those with congenital physical and intellectual disabilities (Ir. Times, 

26 May 1984). She was appointed assistant physician to St Ultan's Hospital for Infants (1947), and 

also worked at the Royal City of Dublin Hospital, Baggot Street. While senior demonstrator in 

pharmacy and in physiology with the RCSI during the latter 1950s, she developed a private paediatric 

practice, specialising in neo-natal work. She also led a fundraising campaign in the late 1950s to 

upgrade the facilities of the Liberty Creche in Meath Street, founded in 1894, which served the 

working women of the Liberties of Dublin, often catering for succeeding generations of the same 

family. Stokes promoted the Liberty Creche for the rest of her career and, perceiving the need to 

monitor new services as they were established, advocated a regulatory regime for those providing 

child-care services, nursery schools and crèches through the 1960s. 

Patsy Farrell, the mother of a young child with Down syndrome, established with a group of 

volunteers in 1955 an organisation that became the Association of Parents and Friends of Mentally 

Handicapped Children. Stokes initially volunteered her services as part-time medical director of what 

became known as 'St Michael's House', and eventually managed the entire organisation. In 1959 she 

established a medical advisory service providing nationwide assessment services, and in 1961 

became full-time medical director and opened a day-care service for children with severe and 

profound intellectual disabilities.  

In 1967 a special care unit was opened in Ballymun for severely handicapped children, aiming to 

inculcate self-sufficiency and enable them to live as full lives as possible. St Michael's House's first 

clinic was opened in Goatstown (1968), staffed by a multi-disciplinary team of medics, psychiatrists, 

social workers and educational experts assessing the needs of each child. Exercised by the absence 

of non-residential services and supports for children, Stokes was an early advocate of community-

centred provision of services and a sharp critic of the tendency to confine people in large institutions 

for life. While reluctantly accepting that residential care was sometimes necessary, she resented the 

prevalent assumption that it should be the first resort. 

In demand as a public speaker and expert on service provision, Stokes took every opportunity to 

champion the distinct needs of the parents and wider families of those with intellectual and physical 

disabilities, and contributed to the 'Report of the study group on children's hospital services' (1972). 

She was a consultant editor to A long way to go (1978), a documentary produced by Strathin 

Enterprise Films examining the work of St Michael's House, elucidating the medical, social and 

emotional issues facing young disabled people seeking to integrate with their communities. 
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Tirelessly fundraising with Declan Costello (1927–2011) and others, she was unapologetically 

combative in her pursuit of government funding, and by the mid 1970s St Michael's House employed 

over 200 staff and was largely funded by the state, with one-third of its budget coming from 

fundraising. She worked hard to develop integrated services at Cheeverstown House, the planned 

village development in Templeogue, Co. Dublin, a joint venture between St Michael's House and the 

Eastern Health Board. In 1981 she received a People of the Year award, and in 1990 the Rose 

Fitzgerald Kennedy Leadership Award. 

She was a life governor of Stewart's Hospital, Dublin, patron of the Dublin Homeless Girls' Society, a 

member (1976) and fellow (1978) of the RCPI, a member and president of the Irish Paediatric 

Association, and a member of the board of St Ultan's Hospital (from 1980), the British Paediatric 

Association, the National Rehabilitation Board (1975–85), the Medico-Social Research Board (1978–

84), the National Health Council (1985– 6), and the National Association for the Mentally 

Handicapped of Ireland (latterly renamed Inclusion Ireland). 

Remaining a consultant paediatrician to Baggot Street, St Ultan's and Mercer's hospitals until her 

retirement from St Michael's House in 1987, Stokes joined the board of Cheeverstown House that 

year, working to develop services there. Barbara Stokes, who had endured multiple sclerosis for 

thirty-five years, died 22 March 2009. Construing intellectual disabilities as developmental 

disabilities, she dedicated her career to improving services for those with intellectual and physical 

disabilities in Ireland and strove to enable children, and their parents, maximise their potential in the 

most suitable surroundings. 

Text by Turlough O'Riordan 
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Dr. Barbara Maive Stokes (1922 – 2009) 
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8. Dr. Mary Somerville Parker Strangman (1872 – 1943) 

Strangman, Mary Somerville Parker (1872–1943), doctor and suffragist, was born 16 March 1872 at 

Carriganore, Killotteran, Co. Waterford, sixth of seven children of Thomas Handcock Strangman, 

gentleman, of Carriganore, and Sarah White Strangman (née Hawkes), formerly of Castle White, Cork. 

Mary was educated at home with her four brothers and two sisters. In 1891 she and her sister Lucia 

(1870–1958) entered the RCSI, the first medical school in the UK to admit women on equal terms with 

men. After her graduation (1896) Mary spent some years in England, first as a clinical assistant at the 

Northumberland county asylum, and later as assistant anaesthetist and assistant physician-

accoucheuse at a private hospital for women in London, where she also lectured in midwifery to 

student nurses. In 1902 she was awarded the fellowship of the RCSI, the second Irishwoman to achieve 

this distinction (the first was Emily Winifred Dickson (qv) in 1893). In 1903 Mary Strangman set up 

practice in Waterford and worked in a voluntary capacity with local female charities. She also engaged 

in experimental work in the treatment of alcoholism and morphine addiction, and published two 

articles on the subject: 

‘Morphinomania treated successfully with atropine and strychnine’ (British Medical Journal, i (1907), 

1173–4) and ‘The atropine treatment of morphinomania and inebriety’ (Journal of Mental Science, liv, 

no. 227 (1908), 727–33). 

Like most of the early Irish women doctors, Mary Strangman was a member of the Irish Women's 

Suffrage and Local Government Association. Having proved themselves the equals of their male 

counterparts, medical women were acutely aware of the injustice of their unenfranchised status; in 

addition, their work experience convinced them that women's suffrage was an essential tool of social 

reform. In 1910 Mary was attached briefly to the Irish Women's Franchise League. 

She established a branch of its more moderate offshoot, the Munster Women's Franchise League, in 

Waterford, and was on the executive committee of the Irishwomen's Suffrage Federation (1911–17). 

In 1908 she was a co-founder of the Waterford branch of the Women's National Health Association of 

Ireland. Established with government support the previous year, the association's aim was to mobilise 

the women of Ireland in a nation-wide health-promotion campaign. Tuberculosis, the country's 

principal killer disease, was the main target. In Waterford, the WNHA's limitations were soon evident: 

women's voluntary efforts could not compensate for the negligence of Waterford corporation, which, 

in common with most sanitary authorities in Ireland, shirked its responsibility for public health. Late 

in 1911, when women became eligible for election to county borough councils, the Waterford WNHA 

adopted a new strategy. Mary Strangman stood for election, becoming Waterford's first woman 

councillor (15 January 1912). 

At a time when the national question was the primary concern of most local representatives, she 

highlighted public-health issues, especially housing and tuberculosis. Her position was complicated by 

her connections with the suffrage movement, and by her resulting hostility towards John Redmond 

(qv), MP for Waterford, leader of the Irish parliamentary party, and an anti-suffragist. Faced with the 

welfare problems resulting from the 1914–18 war, she played a leading role in uniting local voluntary 

organisations. She retired from public office in 1920. In 1923 she was appointed physician at 

Waterford County and City Infirmary, and also continued in general practice until shortly before her 

death at her sister's house in Dún Laoghaire on 30 January 1943. 

In a career that combined service with independence, Mary Strangman put into practice a philosophy 

of constitutional feminism that emphasised both the rights and the duties of citizenship. 

Text by Irene Finn 
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RCSI President Portraits Commissioned 
Please find below the style of portraiture within the RCSI Art Collection and recent portraits 

commissioned of past Presidents.   

 

 

 

2014-16 Declan Magee by Carey Clarke  2012-14 Patrick J. Broe by James Hanley 
   

 

 

 
2010-12 Eilis McGovern by James Hanley  2008-10 Frank BV Keane by James Hanley 
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2006-08 Gerald C. O’Sullivan by James Hanley  2004-06 Michael Butler by James Hanley 

 

 


