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Maureen Kennelly is Director of The Arts Council of Ireland. She was director of Poetry 
Ireland from 2013 until April 2020. She was previously director of Kilkenny Arts Festival, artistic 
director of the Mermaid Arts Centre, general manager with Fishamble Theatre Company, and she 
also worked with Druid Theatre Company, the Cat Laughs Comedy Festival, The Arts Council 
and the Design and Crafts Council of Ireland. On a freelance basis, she worked with a wide range 
of organisations including Theatre Forum, Sing Ireland, the Performance Corporation and Age 
& Opportunity. She was Primary Curator with the Mountains to Sea DLR Book Festival and 
Programme Director with the Cúirt International Festival of Literature. She was a member of 
the judging panel for the Irish Times Irish Theatre Awards for 2002 and 2006 and she chaired 
this panel in 2003. She has been a board member of Kilkenny Arts Festival, the Tyrone Guthrie 
Centre, the Butler Gallery, Barabbas Theatre Company and the Dock Arts Centre. She was 
appointed to the Expert Advisory Committee of Culture Ireland in 2013 and she was a member 
of the governing body of UCC from 2014 to 2018.

Myles Clarke is Managing Director of CBRE Ireland. CBRE is Ireland’s largest commercial 
real estate company employing over 150 people in Dublin and Cork. Myles previously worked 
in banking in London for 20 years before returning to Ireland to run CBRE. Myles has a degree 
in Economics from Trinity College Dublin and an MSc from the London School of Economics 
and Political Science.  Myles volunteers with the The Prince’s Trust, mentoring young clients to 
develop businesses and is course director at the Urban MBA in London, delivering a course in 
Economics & Finance to young entrepreneurs.

Dearbhail McDonald is an award-winning Journalist, Author and Broadcaster. She is a 
global Eisenhower Fellow and the former Group Business Editor of Independent News and 
Media and a recipient of the Mary Cummins Award for Women of Outstanding Achievement in 
Media. Dearbhail also presented ‘Sunday with Dearbhail’, a current affairs analysis and interview 
programme, for BBC Radio Ulster. Her recent documentary (‘Fertility Shock’, RTÉ) addressed 
the future of work, diverse workforces and the impact of fertility trends on economic growth. The 
Newry born writer is a member of the board of Fighting Words, Ireland’s national creative writing 
centre for children and young adults and has also served on the External Advisory Board of 
Maynooth University Department of Law. She is President of the strategic committee of Centre 
Cultural Irlandais, secretary of the board of Foundation Irlandaise and a director and trustee of 
St. Stephen’s Green Trust. Dearbhail received an inaugural Dublin City University Special Alumni 
Achievement award for her contribution to public affairs journalism and is an Irish Tatler Media 
Woman of the Year. Dearbhail holds an LL.B (Law) from Trinity College Dublin as well as a 
Master’s Degree in Journalism from Dublin City University.



Established in 1988, Business to Arts is a membership-based, charitable organisation (CHY 9871, RCN: 20024741) that brokers, 
enables and supports creative partnerships between businesses, individuals and the arts.

We work with our corporate members on arts sponsorship, commissioning, corporate social responsibility programmes, internal and 
external communications and event programming. We also work with artists and arts organisations providing a range of training 
opportunities and coaching to help diversify income streams, grow audiences and enhance strategic planning.

We are known for our in-house programmes, which include the Business to Arts Awards, our annual showcase of leading corporate 
and cultural partnerships in Ireland; Fundit.ie our crowdfunding website; and New Stream our arts fundraising capacity-building 
programme.

Our corporate network ranges across the business sectors from local family-run companies, SMEs, universities, semi-state companies 
to FDIs and corporate foundations. Our arts affiliate base extends from individual artists to the National Cultural Institutions, and 
includes all art forms. We have approximately 300 members and affiliates. 

To see a list of our members or to become a member visit businesstoarts.ie/membership.

About Business to Arts

#BtoACEOForum

David Smith is President of IADT – Ireland’s only institute of art, design and technology with 
a specific focus on the creative, cultural and technological sectors. Prior to his appointment as 
President he was Head of Faculty of Film, Art & Creative Technologies at IADT and a member 
of the Institute’s Executive management team, with responsibility for the academic standards; 
strategic and operational management; and development of the Faculty of Film, Art and Creative 
Technologies. He is principal and creative director of Atelier Projects, an independent design 
practice in Dublin, Ireland. The studio is among the most decorated and awarded Irish design 
studios with numerous national awards and international recognition for the quality of its output.  
Through education, advocacy and the output of his studio practice David has significantly 
influenced and contributed to the reputation of Irish graphic design over the last decade.  
In 2007 he initiated the three x 3 internship programme for graduates of Irish design schools 
(www.threex3.com) and in 2012 cofounded the 100Archive (www.100archive.com) to record and 
capture the history and practices of Irish Graphic Design.

Feargal O’Rourke is the Managing Partner (CEO) of PwC Ireland since 1 July 2015. 
He is also a member of the PwC EMEA Leadership Team. Prior to this he was the Head of PwC 
Ireland’s Tax and Legal Services practice from 1 January 2011. He played a major role in the 
Irish and Global Tax policy debate during that time and shared platforms with Irish and foreign 
politicians as well as key OECD tax officials. He has also served in various leadership roles in 
PwC EMEA and PwC Ireland since his admission as a partner in 1996. He has been appointed 
by a number of Irish Governments to various roles. He holds a First Class Honours Bachelor of 
Commerce degree from University College Dublin and also holds the Diploma in Professional 
Accounting from that University. He is a Fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 
Ireland and an Associate of the Irish Taxation Institute, having obtained 1st place nationally in 
the final exam. He has lectured and written extensively on taxation and business matters and is a 
frequent commentator in the media.
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